August 6, 2017 - The Transfiguration
The First Lesson: Exodus 34:29-35
Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down
from the mountain with the two tablets of the covenant
in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face
shone because he had been talking with God. When
Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his
face was shining, and they were afraid to come near
him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the
leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses
spoke with them. Afterward all the Israelites came near,
and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord
had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had
finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face;
but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak
with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out;
and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he
had been commanded, the Israelites would see the face
of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in
to speak with him.

The Epistle: 2 Peter 1:13-21
I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to refresh
your memory, since I know that my death will come
soon, as indeed our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear
to me. And I will make every effort so that after my
departure you may be able at any time to recall these
things. For we did not follow cleverly devised myths
when we made known to you the power and coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses
of his majesty. For he received honour and glory from
God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by
the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved,
with whom I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this
voice come from heaven, while we were with him on
the holy mountain. So we have the prophetic message
more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive
to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the
day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.
First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy
of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men
and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

The Psalm 99 Dominus regnavit		
bcp 728
1 The Lord is King;
		 let the people tremble; *
			 he is enthroned upon the cherubim;
			 let the earth shake.
2 The Lord is great in Zion; *
			 he is high above all peoples.
3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; *
			 he is the Holy One.
4 “O mighty King, lover of justice,
		 you have established equity; *
			 you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.”
5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God
		 and fall down before his footstool; *
			 he is the Holy One.
6 Moses and Aaron among his priests,
		 and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, *
			 they called upon the Lord, and he answered them.
7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; *
			 they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them.
8 “O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; *
		 you were a God who forgave them,
			 yet punished them for their evil deeds.”
9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God
		 and worship him upon his holy hill; *
			 for the Lord our God is the Holy One.

The Gospel: Luke 9:28-36
Jesus took with him Peter and John and James,
and went up on the mountain to pray. And
while he was praying, the appearance of his face
changed, and his clothes became dazzling white.
Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah,
talking to him. They appeared in glory and were
speaking of his departure, which he was about to
accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since
they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the
two men who stood with him. Just as they were
leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good
for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one
for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah” — not
knowing what he said. While he was saying this,
a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they
were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then
from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my
Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” When the voice
had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept
silent and in those days told no one any of the
things they had seen.

August 13, 2017 - 10 Pentecost (proper 14)
The Lesson 1 Kings 19:9-18
Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the
word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the
Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets
with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life,
to take it away.” He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain
before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there
was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains
and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord
was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but
the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake
a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a
sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his
face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of
the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What
are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very
zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed
your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are
seeking my life, to take it away.” Then the Lord said to him,
“Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when
you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also
you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and
you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as
prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of
Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of
Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel,
all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth
that has not kissed him.”
The Psalm 85:8-13 Benedixisti, Domine
8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *
			 for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
			 and to those who turn their hearts to him.
9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,*
		
that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Mercy and truth have met together; *
			 righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
			 and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, *
		
and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go before him, *
		
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

The Epistle Romans 10:5-15
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from
the law, that “the person who does these things will live by
them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is,
to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’”
(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it
say? “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you
confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one
confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says,
“No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is
no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord
of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” But how
are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And
how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard?
And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?
And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As
it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring
good news!”

The Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33
Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to
the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he
had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself
to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land,
for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he
came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples
saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is
a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus
spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come
to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the
boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But
when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him,
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into
the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped
him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

August 20, 2017 - 11 Pentecost (proper 15)
The Lesson: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Thus says the Lord:
Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come,
and my deliverance be revealed.
And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,
to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
and to be his servants,
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,
and hold fast my covenant—
these I will bring to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.
Thus says the Lord God,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel,
I will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

The Psalm 67 Deus misereatur
1 May God be merciful to us and bless us, *
			 show us the light of his countenance and come to us.
2 Let your ways be known upon earth, *
		
your saving health among all nations.
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
		
let all the peoples praise you.
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, *
		
for you judge the peoples with equity
		
and guide all the nations upon earth.
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
		
let all the peoples praise you.
6
The earth has brought forth her increase; *
		
may God, our own God, give us his blessing.
7 May God give us his blessing, *
		
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.

The Epistle: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself
am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the
tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected his people whom he
foreknew. For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.
Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now
been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you,
they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all
in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.
The Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and
Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came
out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of
David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did
not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him,
saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help
me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs
eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus
answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for
you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.

August 27, 2017 - 12 Pentecost (proper 16)
The Lesson: Isaiah 5:1-6
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the
Lord. Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to
the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your
father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when
I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. For the
Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the
garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song. Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from
me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. I will bring near
my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms
will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my
arm they hope. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look
at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on
it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be for ever, and my
deliverance will never be ended.

The Epistle: Romans 12:1-8
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the
will of God--what is good and acceptable and perfect. For
by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to
think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to
think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of
faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many
members, and not all the members have the same function,
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion
to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader,
in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

The Psalm 138 Confitebor tibi
1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; *
			 before the gods I will sing your praise.
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple
		 and praise your Name, *
			 because of your love and faithfulness;
3 For you have glorified your Name *
			 and your word above all things.
4 When I called, you answered me; *
			 you increased my strength within me.
5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, *
			 when they have heard the words of your mouth.
6 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, *
			 that great is the glory of the Lord.
7 Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; *
			 he perceives the haughty from afar.
8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; *
			 you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
			 your right hand shall save me.
9 The Lord will make good his purpose for me; *
			 O Lord, your love endures for ever;
			 do not abandon the works of your hands.

The Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea
Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say
that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John
the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do
you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are
the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah!
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades
will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered
the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

August 28, 2011 - 11 Pentecost (proper 17)
The Lesson: Exodus 3:1-15
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the
priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and
came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he
looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed.
Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great
sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord
saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of
the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he
said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for
the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said
further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his
face, for he was afraid to look at God. Then the Lord said, “I
have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I
have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed,
I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them
from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to
a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey,
to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites,
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the
Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to
bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said
to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring
the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and
this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when
you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship
God on this mountain.” But Moses said to God, “If I come to
the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has
sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what
shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I am who I am.”
He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has
sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say
to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has
sent me to you’: This is my name forever, and this my title for
all generations.
The Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c Confitemini Domino
1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; *
		
make known his deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
		
and speak of all his marvelous works.
3 Glory in his holy Name; *
		
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
4 Search for the Lord and his strength; *
		
continually seek his face.
5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
		
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,

6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
		
O children of Jacob his chosen.
23 Israel came into Egypt, *
		
and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham.
24 The Lord made his people exceedingly fruitful; *
			 he made them stronger than their enemies;
25 Whose heart he turned, so that they hated his people, *
		
and dealt unjustly with his servants.
26 He sent Moses his servant, *
		
and Aaron whom he had chosen.
45 Hallelujah!
The Epistle: Romans 12:9-21
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;
love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in
showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve
the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do
not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with
those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not
be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be
wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so
far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never
avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for
it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”
No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty,
give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap
burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good.
The Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem
and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day
be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him,
saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.”
But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You
are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind
not on divine things but on human things.” Then Jesus told
his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit
them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what
will they give in return for their life? For the Son of Man is to
come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he
will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you,
there are some standing here who will not taste death before
they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

