February 3, 2019 - 4 Epiphany, Year C
the first reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10 (NRSV)
Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before
I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before
you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a
prophet to the nations.” Then I said, “Ah, Lord God!
Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a
boy.” But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only
a boy;’ for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and
you shall speak whatever I command you. Do not
be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you,
says the Lord.” Then the Lord put out his hand and
touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, “Now
I have put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck
up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to
build and to plant.”
the psalm 71:1-6 In te, Domine speravi
1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; *
			 let me never be ashamed.
2 In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; *
			 incline your ear to me and save me.
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; *
			 you are my crag and my stronghold.
4 Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the
		 wicked, *
			 from the clutches of the evildoer and the
			 oppressor.
5 For you are my hope, O Lord God, *
			 my confidence since I was young.
6 I have been sustained by you ever since I was
		 born; from my mother’s womb you have been
		 my strength; *
			 my praise shall be always of you.

the epistle: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (NRSV)
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but
do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith,
so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I
am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if
I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not
have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient; love is kind;
love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends.
But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as
for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will
come to an end. For we know only in part, and we
prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes,
the partial will come to an end. When I was a child,
I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned
like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end
to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly,
but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in
part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully
known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these
three; and the greatest of these is love.

the gospel: Luke 4:21-30 (NRSV)
Jesus began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke well of him and were
amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” He said to them,
“Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your home
town the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’” And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted
in the prophet’s home town. But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the
heaven was shut up for three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was
sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time
of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” When they heard this, all in the
synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on
which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. But he passed through the midst of them and
went on his way.

February 10, 2019 - 5 Epiphany, Year C
thefirst reading: Isaiah 6:1-8 (NRSV)
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting
on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe
filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him;
each had six wings: with two they covered their faces,
and with two they covered their feet, and with two they
flew. And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy,
holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his
glory.” The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices
of those who called, and the house filled with smoke.
And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet
my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” Then
one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that
had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The
seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that
this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and
your sin is blotted out.” Then I heard the voice of the
Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!”
the psalm: 138
Confitebor tibi
1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole
		 heart; *
			 before the gods I will sing your praise.
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple
		 and praise your Name, *
			 because of your love and faithfulness;
3 For you have glorified your Name *
			 and your word above all things.
4 When I called, you answered me; *
			 you increased my strength within me.
5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, *
			 when they have heard the words of your mouth.
6 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, *
			 that great is the glory of the Lord.
7 Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; *
			 he perceives the haughty from afar.
8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep 		
		 me safe; *
			 you stretch forth your hand against the fury of
			 my enemies;
			 your right hand shall save me.
9 The Lord will make good his purpose for me; *
			 O Lord, your love endures for ever;
			 do not abandon the works of your hands.

the epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 (NRSV)
Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the
good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn
received, in which also you stand, through which also
you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message
that I proclaimed to you — unless you have come to
believe in vain. For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for
our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he
was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to
Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more
than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most
of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as
to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am
the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace
of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has
not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than
any of them — though it was not I, but the grace of God
that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we
proclaim and so you have come to believe.
the gospel: Luke 5:1-11(NRSV)
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear
the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of
the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were
washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one
belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little
way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the
crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking,
he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let
down your nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master,
we have worked all night long but have caught nothing.
Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” When they
had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets
were beginning to break. So they signaled their partners
in the other boat to come and help them. And they came
and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But
when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees,
saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!”
For he and all who were with him were amazed at the
catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James
and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from
now on you will be catching people.” When they had
brought their boats to shore, they left everything and
followed him.

February 17, 2019 - 6 Epiphany, Year C
the first reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10 (NRSV)
Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere
mortals and make mere flesh their strength, whose hearts
turn away from the Lord. They shall be like a shrub in the
desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall
live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. Blessed are those who trust in the
Lord, whose trust is the Lord. They shall be like a tree
planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It
shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay
green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does
not cease to bear fruit. The heart is devious above all else;
it is perverse — who can understand it? I the Lord test
the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to
their ways, according to the fruit of their doings.

the epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 (NRSV)
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead,
how can some of you say there is no resurrection of
the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then
Christ has not been raised; and if Christ has not been
raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and
your faith has been in vain. We are even found to be
misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that
he raised Christ--whom he did not raise if it is true
that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not
raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has
not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still
in your sins. Then those also who have died in Christ
have perished. If for this life only we have hoped in
Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. But in
fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first
fruits of those who have died.

the psalm: 1 Beatus vir qui non abiit

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of
		 the wicked, *
			 nor lingered in the way of sinners,
			 nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
			 and they meditate on his law day and night.
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
		 bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not
		 wither; *
			 everything they do shall prosper.
4 It is not so with the wicked; *
			 they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when
		 judgment comes, *
			 nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
			 but the way of the wicked is doomed.

the gospel: Luke 6:17-26 (NRSV)
Jesus came down with the twelve apostles and stood
on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples
and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had
come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to
touch him, for power came out from him and healed
all of them. Then he looked up at his disciples and
said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God. Blessed are you who are hungry
now, for you will be filled. Blessed are you who weep
now, for you will laugh. Blessed are you when people
hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and
defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice
in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is
great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did
to the prophets. But woe to you who are rich, for you
have received your consolation. Woe to you who are
full now, for you will be hungry. Woe to you who are
laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. Woe to
you when all speak well of you, for that is what their
ancestors did to the false prophets.”

February 24, 2019 - 7 Epiphany, Year C
the first reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15 (NRSV)
Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still
alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed
were they at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers,
“Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I
am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt.
And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves,
because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to
preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two
years; and there are five more years in which there will be
neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to
preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for
you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here,
but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of
all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry
and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son
Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to
me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen,
and you shall be near me, you and your children and your
children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and
all that you have. I will provide for you there--since there
are five more years of famine to come--so that you and
your household, and all that you have, will not come to
poverty.’” And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon
them; and after that his brothers talked with him.

41 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from the Lord;
*
			 he is their stronghold in time of trouble.
42 The Lord will help them and rescue them; *
			 he will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them,
			 because they seek refuge in him.
the epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-50 (NRSV)
Someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind
of body do they come?” Fool! What you sow does not come to
life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not sow the
body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some
other grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to
each kind of seed its own body. So it is with the resurrection of
the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is
raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also
a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.
But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then
the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust;
the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are
those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are
those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the
man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.
What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable
inherit the imperishable.

the psalm: 37:1-12, 41-42 Noli aemulari
1 Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; *
			 do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, *
			 and like the green grass fade away.
3 Put your trust in the Lord and do good; *
			 dwell in the land and feed on its riches.
4 Take delight in the Lord, *
			 and he shall give you your heart’s desire.
5 Commit your way to the Lord and put your trust in him, *
			 and he will bring it to pass.
6 He will make your righteousness as clear as the light *
			 and your just dealing as the noonday.
7 Be still before the Lord *
			 and wait patiently for him.
8 Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, *
			 the one who succeeds in evil schemes.
9 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; *
			 do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil.
10 For evildoers shall be cut off, *
			 but those who wait upon the Lord shall possess the land.
11 In a little while the wicked shall be no more; *
			 you shall search out their place, but they will not be there.
12 But the lowly shall possess the land; *
			 they will delight in abundance of peace.

the gospel: Luke 6:27-38 (NRSV)
Jesus said, “I say to you that listen, Love your enemies,
do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse
you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you
on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who
takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt.
Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes
away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you. “If you love those
who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners
love those who love them. If you do good to those who
do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you
hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners
lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return.
Your reward will be great, and you will be children of
the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the
wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. “Do
not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn,
and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be
forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will
be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the
measure you get back.”

March 3, 2019 - Last Sunday after the Epiphany, Year C
the first reading: Exodus 34:29-35 (NRSV)
Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down
from the mountain with the two tablets of the covenant
in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face
shone because he had been talking with God. When
Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his
face was shining, and they were afraid to come near
him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the
leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses
spoke with them. Afterward all the Israelites came near,
and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord
had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had
finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face;
but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak
with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out;
and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he
had been commanded, the Israelites would see the face
of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in
to speak with him.
the psalm: 99
Dominus regnavit
1 The Lord is King;
		 let the people tremble; *
			 he is enthroned upon the cherubim;
			 let the earth shake.
2 The Lord is great in Zion; *
			 he is high above all peoples.
3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and
		 awesome; *
			 he is the Holy One.
4 “O mighty King, lover of justice,
		 you have established equity; *
			 you have executed justice and righteousness in
			 Jacob.”
5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God
		 and fall down before his footstool; *
			 he is the Holy One.
6 Moses and Aaron among his priests,
		 and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, *
			 they called upon the Lord, and he answered
			 them.
7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; *
			 they kept his testimonies and the decree that he
			 gave them.
8 “O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; *
			 you were a God who forgave them,
			 yet punished them for their evil deeds.”

9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God
		 and worship him upon his holy hill; *
			 for the Lord our God is the Holy One.
the epistle: 2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2 (NRSV)
Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses, who put a veil over his face to keep
the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory
that was being set aside. But their minds were hardened.
Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of
the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only
in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; but when
one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord
is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom. And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the
glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree
of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the
Spirit. Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are
engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We have
renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by
the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves
to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.
the gospel: Luke 9:28-36 (NRSV)
About eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him
Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain
to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his
face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white.
Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking
to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of
his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed
down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they
saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just
as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it
is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings,
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah” — not
knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud
came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified
as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came
a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen
to him!” When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found
alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no
one any of the things they had seen.

March 10, 2019 - Lent 1, Year C
the first reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (NRSV)
Moses said, “When you have come into the land that the
Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take
some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you
harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving
you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place
that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his
name. You shall go to the priest who is in office at that
time, and say to him, ‘Today I declare to the Lord your
God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore
to our ancestors to give us.’ When the priest takes the
basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shall make this response
before the Lord your God: ‘A wandering Aramean was
my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as
an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated
us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on
us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the
Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil,
and our oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt
with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders;
and he brought us into this place and gave us this land,
a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the
first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have
given me.’ You shall set it down before the Lord your
God and bow down before the Lord your God. Then
you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside
among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the
Lord your God has given to you and to your house.”

the psalm: 91:1-2, 9-16
Qui habitat
1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, *
			 abides under the shadow of the Almighty.
2 He shall say to the Lord,
		 “You are my refuge and my stronghold, *
			 my God in whom I put my trust.”
9 Because you have made the Lord your refuge, *
			 and the Most High your habitation,
10 There shall no evil happen to you, *
			 neither shall any plague come near your dwelling.
11 For he shall give his angels charge over you, *
			 to keep you in all your ways.
12 They shall bear you in their hands, *
			 lest you dash your foot against a stone.
13 You shall tread upon the lion and the adder; *
			 you shall trample the young lion and the
			 serpent under your feet.
14 Because he is bound to me in love,
		 therefore will I deliver him; *
			 I will protect him, because he knows my Name.
15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; *
			 I am with him in trouble;
			 I will rescue him and bring him to honor.
16 With long life will I satisfy him, *
			 and show him my salvation.
the epistle: Romans 10:8b-13 (NRSV)
“The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if
you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is
justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is
saved. The scripture says, “No one who believes in him
will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and
is generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

the gospel: Luke 4:1-13 (NRSV)
After his baptism, Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they
were over, he was famished. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a
loaf of bread.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’” Then the devil led him up and
showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory
and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship
me, it will all be yours.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” Then
the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son
of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect
you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” Jesus answered
him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” When the devil had finished every test, he departed
from him until an opportune time.

March 17, 2019 - Lent 2, Year C
the first reading: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 (NRSV)
The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do
not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward
shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what
will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir
of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said,
“You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in
my house is to be my heir.” But the word of the Lord
came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one
but your very own issue shall be your heir.” He brought
him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count
the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to
him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed
the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. Then he said to him, “I am the Lord who
brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this
land to possess.” But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to
know that I shall possess it?” He said to him, “Bring me
a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a
ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.”
He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying
each half over against the other; but he did not cut the
birds in two. And when birds of prey came down on
the carcasses, Abram drove them away. As the sun was
going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep
and terrifying darkness descended upon him. When the
sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot
and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. On
that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying,
“To your descendants I give this land, from the river of
Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”
the psalm: 27
Dominus illuminatio
1 The Lord is my light and my salvation;
		 whom then shall I fear? *
			 the Lord is the strength of my life;
			 of whom then shall I be afraid?
2 When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh, *
			 it was they, my foes and my adversaries, who
				stumbled and fell.
3 Though an army should encamp against me, *
			 yet my heart shall not be afraid;
4 And though war should rise up against me, *
			 yet will I put my trust in him.
5 One thing have I asked of the Lord;
		 one thing I seek; *
			 that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all
the 				
days of my life;

6 To behold the fair beauty of the Lord *
			 and to seek him in his temple.
7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe
		 in his shelter; *
			 he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling
			 and set me high upon a rock.
8 Even now he lifts up my head *
			 above my enemies round about me.
9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation
		 with sounds of great gladness; *
			 I will sing and make music to the Lord.
10 Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; *
			 have mercy on me and answer me.
11 You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.” *
			 Your face, Lord, will I seek.
12 Hide not your face from me, *
			 nor turn away your servant in displeasure.
13 You have been my helper;
		 cast me not away; *
			 do not forsake me, O God of my salvation.
14 Though my father and my mother forsake me, *
			 the Lord will sustain me.
15 Show me your way, O Lord; *
			 lead me on a level path, because of my enemies.
16 Deliver me not into the hand of my adversaries, *
			 for false witnesses have risen up against me,
			 and also those who speak malice.
17 What if I had not believed
		 that I should see the goodness of the Lord *
			 in the land of the living!
18 O tarry and await the Lord’s pleasure;
		 be strong, and he shall comfort your heart; *
			 wait patiently for the Lord.
the epistle: Philippians 3:17—4:1 (NRSV)
Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe
those who live according to the example you have in us.
For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have
often told you of them, and now I tell you even with
tears. Their end is destruction; their god is the belly;
and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on
earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is
from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ. He will transform the body of our humiliation
that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the
power that also enables him to make all things subject
to himself. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I
love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the
Lord in this way, my beloved.

March 24, 2019 - Lent 3, Year C
the first reading: Exodus 3:1-15 (NRSV)
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.
There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame
of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must
turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the
bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had
turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush,
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said,
“Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet,
for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”
He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”
And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at
God. Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery
of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry
on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their
sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from
the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to
a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and
honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.
The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also
seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will
send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites,
out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that
I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of
Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be
the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have
brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God
on this mountain.” But Moses said to God, “If I come to
the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his
name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I
AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you shall say
to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God also
said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The
Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to
you’: This is my name forever, and this my title for all
generations.”

the psalm: 63:1-8 Deus, Deus meus
1 O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; *
			 my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
			 as in a barren and dry land where there is no
			 water.
2 Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy
		 place, *
			 that I might behold your power and your glory.
3 For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; *
			 my lips shall give you praise.
4 So will I bless you as long as I live *
			 and lift up my hands in your Name.
5 My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, *
			 and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
6 When I remember you upon my bed, *
			 and meditate on you in the night watches.
7 For you have been my helper, *
			 and under the shadow of your wings I will
			 rejoice.
8 My soul clings to you; *
			 your right hand holds me fast.
the epistle: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 (NRSV)
I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters,
that our ancestors were all under the cloud, and all
passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses
in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual
food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they
drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and
the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased
with most of them, and they were struck down in the
wilderness. Now these things occurred as examples for
us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not
become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written,
“The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up
to play.” We must not indulge in sexual immorality as
some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a
single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of
them did, and were destroyed by serpents. And do not
complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by
the destroyer. These things happened to them to serve
as an example, and they were written down to instruct
us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So if you
think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall.
No testing has overtaken you that is not common to
everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be
tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he
will also provide the way out so that you may be able to
endure it.

March 31, 2019 - Lent 4, Year C
the first reading: Joshua 5:9-12 (NRSV)
The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled
away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And so that
place is called Gilgal to this day. While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in
the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in
the plains of Jericho. On the day after the passover,
on that very day, they ate the produce of the land,
unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna
ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land,
and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the
crops of the land of Canaan that year.

the epistle: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 (NRSV)
We regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of
view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone
is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is
from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ,
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is,
in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting
the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through
us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to
God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness
of God.

the psalm: 32
Beati quorum
1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, *
			 and whose sin is put away!
2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, *
			 and in whose spirit there is no guile!
3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, *
			 because of my groaning all day long.
4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; *
			 my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, *
			 and did not conceal my guilt.
6 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” *
			 Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; *
			 when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
8 You are my hiding-place;
		 you preserve me from trouble; *
			 you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
9 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; *
			 I will guide you with my eye.
10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; *
			 who must be fitted with bit and bridle,
			 or else they will not stay near you.”
11 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; *
			 but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.
12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; *
			 shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

