january 6, 2019: the feast of the epiphany
the lesson: Isaiah 60:1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of
the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover
the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord
will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall
come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried
on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance
of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover
you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those
from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
the psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14
Deus, judicium
1 Give the King your justice, O God, *
			 and your righteousness to the King’s son;
2 That he may rule your people righteously *
			 and the poor with justice.
3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to
		 the people, *
			 and the little hills bring righteousness.
4 He shall defend the needy among the people; *
			 he shall rescue the poor and crush the
			oppressor.
5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon
		 endure, *
			 from one generation to another.
6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown
		 field, *
			 like showers that water the earth.
7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
			 there shall be abundance of peace till the
			 moon shall be no more.
10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay
		 tribute, *
			 and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.
11 All kings shall bow down before him, *
			 and all the nations do him service.
12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in
		 distress, *
			 and the oppressed who has no helper.
13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; *
			 he shall preserve the lives of the needy.
14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression
		 and violence, *
			 and dear shall their blood be in his sight.

the epistle: Ephesians 3:1-12
I Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles — for surely you have already heard of the
commission of God’s grace that was given me for you,
and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of
which will enable you to perceive my understanding
of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has
now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets
by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow
heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this
gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of
God’s grace that was given me by the working of his
power. Although I am the very least of all the saints,
this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the
news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden
for ages in God who created all things; so that through
the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might
now be made known to the rulers and authorities in
the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus
our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness
and confidence through faith in him.
the gospel: Matthew 2:-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem
of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking,
“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah
was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so
it has been written by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the
land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people
Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned
from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that
I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that
they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where
the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they
were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned
in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country
by another road.

January 13, 2019- 1 Epiphany: The Baptism of our Lord, Year C
the first reading: Isaiah 43:1-7
Thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have
redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are
mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be
with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not
be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For
I am the Lord, your God, the Holy One of Israel,
your Saviour. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia
and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honoured, and I love you, I
give people in return for you, nations in exchange for
your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring
your offspring from the east, and from the west I will
gather you; I will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons
from far away and my daughters from the end of the
earth — everyone who is called by my name, whom I
created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”
the response: Psalm 29 Afferte Domino
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, *
			 ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; *
			 worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;
		the God of glory thunders; *
			 the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; *
			 the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;*
			 the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
			 and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire;
		the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; *
			 the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe*
			 and strips the forests bare.
9 And in the temple of the Lord *
			 all are crying, “Glory!”
10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; *
			 the Lord sits enthroned as King for
			 evermore.
11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; *
			 the Lord shall give his people the blessing
			 of peace.

the epistle: Acts 8:14-17
Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter
and John to them. The two went down and prayed for
them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as
yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they
had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them,
and they received the Holy Spirit.

the gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
As the people were filled with expectation, and all
were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all
of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one
who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork
is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will
burn with unquenchable fire.” Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and
the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

January 20, 2019 - 2 Epiphany, Year C
the first reading: Isaiah 62:1-5
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines
out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning
torch. The nations shall see your vindication, and all
the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new
name that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall
be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and
a royal diadem in the hand of your God. You shall
no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall
no more be termed Desolate; but you shall be called
My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the
Lord delights in you, and your land shall be married. For as a young man marries a young woman, so
shall your builder marry you, and as the bridegroom
rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over
you.
the response: Psalm 36-5-10 Dixit injustus
5 Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, *
			 and your faithfulness to the clouds.
6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,
		 your justice like the great deep; *
			 you save both man and beast, O Lord.
7 How priceless is your love, O God! *
			 your people take refuge under the
			 shadow of your wings.
8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; *
			 you give them drink from the river of
			 your delights.
9 For with you is the well of life, *
			 and in your light we see light.
10 Continue your loving-kindness to those who
		 know you, *
			 and your favor to those who are true of
			 heart.

the epistle: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. You know
that when you were pagans, you were enticed and
led astray to idols that could not speak. Therefore I
want you to understand that no one speaking by the
Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no
one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;
and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord;
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common
good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance
of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one
Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another
prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to
another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one
and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.
the gospel: John 2:1-11
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his
disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When
the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him,
“They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman,
what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has
not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do
whatever he tells you.” Now standing there were six
stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification,
each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to
them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them
up to the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some
out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it.
When the steward tasted the water that had become
wine, and did not know where it came from (though
the servants who had drawn the water knew), the
steward called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you
have kept the good wine until now.” Jesus did this, the
first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his
glory; and his disciples believed in him.

January 27, 2019 - 3 Epiphany, Year C
The first reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
All the people (of Jerusalem) gathered together into the square
before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the
book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel.
Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. He
read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early
morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the
book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all
the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then
Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed
their heads and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the
ground. So they read from the book, from the law of God, with
interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and
Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people
said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God;
do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard
the words of the law. Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat
the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those
for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord;
and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

The response: Psalm 19 Cæli enarrant
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, *
			 and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2 One day tells its tale to another, *
			 and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3 Although they have no words or language, *
			 and their voices are not heard,
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
			 and their message to the ends of the world.
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
			 it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his
			 chamber;
			 it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the
		heavens
		 and runs about to the end of it again; *
			 nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7 The law of the Lord is perfect
		 and revives the soul; *
			 the testimony of the Lord is sure
			 and gives wisdom to the innocent.
8 The statutes of the Lord are just
		 and rejoice the heart; *
			 the commandment of the Lord is clear
			 and gives light to the eyes.
9 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for
		 ever; *
			 the judgments of the Lord are true and
			 righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than
		 much fine gold, *
			 sweeter far than honey, than honey in the
			 comb.
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *
			 and in keeping them there is great reward.
12 Who can tell how often he offends? *
			 cleanse me from my secret faults.
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous
		sins;
		 let them not get dominion over me; *
			 then shall I be whole and sound,
			 and innocent of a great offense.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation
		 of my heart be acceptable in your sight, *
			 O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.
the epistle: 1 Corinthian s 12:12-31a
Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is
with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body — Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were
all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not
consist of one member but of many. If the foot were to say,
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,”
that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if
the ear were to say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of
the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the
hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would
the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were
a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there
are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to
the hand, “I have no need of you,”nor again the head to the
feet, “ have no need of you.” On the contrary, the members
of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and
those members of the body that we think less honourable
we clothe with greater honour, and our less respectable
members are treated with greater respect; whereas our
more respectable members do not need this. But God has
so arranged the body, giving the greater honour to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the
body, but the members may have the same care for one
another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it;
if one member is honoured, all rejoice together with it.
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members
of it. And God has appointed in the church first apostles,
second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then
gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership,
various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess
gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?
But strive for the greater gift.

