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Voluntary   Voluntary IV in E minor: Adagio, Allegro         John Stanley (1712-1786) 
         

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Opening Hymn  Christ is made the sure foundation            Westminster Abbey 
The people stand for the procession 
 

Opening Acclamation 

Bishop   Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Bishop    There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People    There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Bishop    One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People    One God and Father of  all. 
 

Bishop    The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 
Bishop    Let us pray. 
 

The Collect of  the Day 
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know 
your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly 
follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
People are seated for the lessons 

The First Reading  Acts 8:26-40 

Lector   A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles. 
 

An angel of  the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road 
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up 
and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of  the Candace, 
queen of  the Ethiopians, in charge of  her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem 
to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip 
ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides 
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me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of  the 
scripture that he was reading was this:  

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its 
shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied 
him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the 
earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself  or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting 
with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were 
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is 
water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to 
stop, and both of  them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip 
baptized him. When they came up out of  the water, the Spirit of  the Lord snatched 
Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip 
found himself  at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed 
the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

Lector   The Word of  the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

The Psalm  Psalm 22:24-30         Anglican Chant,  John Goss (1800-1880) 

Deus, Deus meus 
My praise is of  him in the great assembly; * 
 I will perform my vows in the presence of  those who worship him. 
The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 
 "May your heart live for ever!" 
All the ends of  the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 
 and all the families of  the nations shall bow before him. 
For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 
 he rules over the nations. 
To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
 all who go down to the dust fall before him. 
My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * 
 they shall be known as the Lord's for ever. 
They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
 the saving deeds that he has done. 

 

The Second Reading  1 John 4:7-21 

Lector   A Reading from the first epistle of  John. 
 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of  God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God 
is love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, 
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever 



seen God; if  we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. By 
this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of  his Spirit. 
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of  the 
world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of  God, and they abide 
in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, 
and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been 
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of  judgment, 
because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love 
casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not 
reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I love 
God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 
The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their 
brothers and sisters also. 
 

Lector   The Word of  the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

Sequence Hymn  God is love, and where true love is            Ubi Caritas 
The people stand  
 

The Gospel  John 15:1-8 
Preacher   The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he 
prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I 
have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself  unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I 
am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the 
fire, and burned. If  you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 

Preacher   The Gospel of  the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon   The Rt. Rev. Morris K. Thompson, Jr.  
The people are seated 
 
 
 
 
 



THE BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATIONS 
 

Presentation and Examination of  the Candidates 
 

Bishop   The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
 

Sponsor    I present N. to receive the Sacrament of  Baptism. 
 
 

Bishop    Do you desire to be baptized? 
Candidate   I do. 
 
 

Bishop    Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of  wickedness that  
     rebel against God? 
Candidate  I renounce them. 
Bishop    Do you renounce the evil powers of  this world which corrupt and   
     destroy the creatures of  God? 
Candidate  I renounce them. 
Bishop    Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of     
     God? 
Candidate   I renounce them. 
 
Bishop    Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Candidate   I do. 
Bishop    Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Candidate   I do. 
Bishop     Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Candidate   I do. 
 
Bishop   The other Candidates will now be presented. 
Presenters   I present these persons for Confirmation and to be received into this  
     Communion. 
 
The Bishop asks the candidates 

Bishop   Do you reaffirm your renunciation of  evil? 
Candidates   I do. 
Bishop   Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
Candidates  I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 
 
Bishop   Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these  
     persons in their life in Christ? 
People    We will. 
 
Bishop   Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and   
     renew our own  baptismal covenant. 
 
 
 



 
 

The Baptismal Covenant 
 

Bishop   Do you believe in God the Father? 
People   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth. 
 

Bishop   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of  God? 
People   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
 and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Bishop   Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of  saints, 
 the forgiveness of  sins, 
 the resurrection of  the body, 
 and the life everlasting. 

  

Bishop   Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking  
    of  bread, and in the prayers ? 
People   I will, with God’s help. 
 

Bishop   Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent  
    and return to the Lord? 
People   I will, with God’s help. 
 

Bishop   Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of  God in    
    Christ? 
People   I will, with God’s help. 
 

Bishop   Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as   
    yourself? 
People   I will, with God’s help. 
 

Bishop   Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the   
    dignity of  every human being? 
People   I will, with God’s help. 
 

 
 



Prayers for the Candidates 
The Bishop then says to the congregation 
 

Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of  new birth and 
for those who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 
 

Leader   Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of  sin and death. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader   Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader   Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader   Keep them in the faith and communion of  your holy Church. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader   Teach them to love others in the power of  the Spirit. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader   Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader   Bring them to the fullness of  your peace and glory. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
 

The Bishop says 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of  Jesus Christ your Son may 
live in the power of  his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who 
lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving over the Water 
Bishop   The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Bishop   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Bishop  We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of  water. Over it the Holy Spirit 
    moved in the beginning of  creation. Through it you led the children of   
    Israel out of  their bondage in Egypt into the land of  promise. In it your  
    Son Jesus received the baptism of  John and was anointed by the Holy   
    Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and     
    resurrection, from the bondage of  sin into everlasting life.  
 

    We thank you, Father, for the water of  Baptism. In it we are buried with  
    Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are  
    reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we  
    bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them 
    in the Name  of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. 

 



Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of  your Holy Spirit, 
that those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue 
for ever in the risen life of  Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to 
the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Baptism 
Bishop   N., I baptize you in the Name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the  
    Holy Spirit. Amen. 
     

    Let us pray. 
     

    Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have  
    bestowed upon these your servants the forgiveness of  sin, and have raised 
    them to the new life of  grace. Sustain  them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. 
    Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to  will and to  
    persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of  joy and wonder 
    in all your  works. Amen. 
 

Then the Bishop places a hand on the person’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross saying  
 

N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. 
Amen. 
 

Bishop  Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
People  We receive you into the household of  God. Confess the faith of    
    Christ crucified,  proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his  
    eternal priesthood. 
 

At Confirmation, Reception, or Reaffirmation 
The Bishop says to the congregation 
 

Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 
 

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of  your Son Jesus 
Christ you have overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of  
your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in these your servants the 
covenant you made with them at their Baptism. Send them forth in the power of  that 
Spirit to perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

For Confirmation 
The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 
 

Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace, that he may continue 
yours for ever, and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more, until he comes 
to your everlasting kingdom. Amen. 
 
 



For Reception 
 

N., we recognize you as a member of  the one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
and we receive you into the fellowship of  this Communion. God, the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you. Amen. 
 

Then the Bishop says 
 

Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; 
let your Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and 
obedience of  your  Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in 
the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 

Bishop   The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Offertory Hymn  New songs of  celebration render           Rendez à Dieu 
 

The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer B 
The people stand as the Bishop says 
 

Bishop   The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Bishop   Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Bishop   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. 
 
Here a proper preface is added. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of  heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your 
Name: 
 

Sanctus                     Plainsong, Mass 18 

     Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of  power and might,  
 heaven and earth are full of  your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 



 The people may stand or kneel 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of  Israel to be your people;… 
 

…Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

 We remember his death, 
 We proclaim his resurrection, 
 We await his coming in glory; 

 

And we offer our sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of  all;… 
 

...By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior As our Savior Christ has taught us, has taught us, we are bold 
to say, we now pray, 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those that trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Fraction Anthem: Pascha Nostrum          Missa Orbis Factor 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Music at Communion  Let all mortal flesh keep silence, arr. Cleobury (1948-2019)  
 
The Post-Communion Prayer 
The people may kneel or stand. 
 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food of  the most precious Body and Blood of  your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of  the Body of  your  Son, and heirs of  your eternal kingdom. And  



now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of  Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
 

Closing Hymn   We know that Christ is raised and dies no more               Engelberg  
  
Closing Voluntary Voluntary IV in E minor: Allegro            John Stanley (1712-1786)  
 
The Dismissal 
Bishop   Alleluia. Alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of  Christ. 
People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s flowers are given to the great glory of  God and in memory of  Dianne Duncan by the Duncan Family.  
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Youth Confirmands 
 

William Neal Creech 

Neal Risley Elliott III 

Fred Charles Frey V 

Fairfax Elizabeth Noland 

John Burden Noland III 

Bryan McGuffee Olsson 

Georgia Allene Pittenger 

John Porter Saurage 

Samuel Patrick Messina 

Grace Marie Gagliano 

Avery Adair Kyle 

Ryann Elizabeth Richard 

Olivia Catherine Van Hook 

Hayden Foster Willett 

Adult Confirmands 
 

Katherine Hand Dampf   

Cheryl Renee Amar 

 

Adults Being Received 
 

Ranji Lynn Bercegeay 

Frances Prosser Hines 

Lana Sonnier Venable 

Stephen Cody Zwahr 
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