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THE WORD OF GOD 

 

The people stand when the ministers of the service enter 

Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  thy Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Summary of  Law 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
 

Kyrie Eleison  
Celebrant   Lord, have mercy upon us.  
People    Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Celebrant   Lord, have mercy upon us.   
 

The Collect of  the Day 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in Christ hast revealed thy glory among the 
nations: Preserve the works of  thy mercy, that thy Church throughout the world may 
persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of  thy Name; through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The people are seated for the lessons 

 

Welcome 
Whether you are a first-time visitor or longtime member or somewhere in-between, welcome to this place where together we sing, 
read, pray, listen, and break bread in thanksgiving and praise of the living God whose love brings new life for us and for the world. 
  
About the service  
An Episcopal worship service may seem difficult to follow if it is unfamiliar to you; please participate as you are able, and ask 
someone near you for assistance if you need it. In our worship, we use three printed tools: this leaflet, which outlines the service, 
the red Book of Common Prayer (BCP), and the blue Hymnal 1982. Our hymns are a treasure trove of deep theological thought, spir-
itual vocabulary, and timeless inspiration. We encourage you join in singing hymns and service music as marked in this service leaf-
let, which can be found in the blue Hymnal 1982.  Hymns are sung at 10:30  a.m. and 5 p.m. 



The First Reading  Isaiah 53:4-12 

Lector   A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah.  
 

Surely he has borne our infirmities  and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him 
stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made 
us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have all turned to our own way, and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of  us all.  
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb 
that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did 
not open his mouth. By a perversion of  justice he was taken away. Who could have 
imagined his future? For he was cut off  from the land of  the living, stricken for the 
transgression of  my people. They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with 
the rich, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.  
Yet it was the will of  the LORD to crush him with pain. When you make his life an 
offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through him 
the will of  the LORD shall prosper. Out of  his anguish he shall see light; he shall find 
satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall make many 
righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will allot him a portion with 
the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he poured out 
himself  to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of  
many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 

Lector   The Word of  the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

The Psalm  Psalm 91:9-16 
Qui habitat 

9 Because you have made the Lord your refuge, * 
  and the Most High your habitation, 
10 There shall no evil happen to you, * 
  neither shall any plague come near your dwelling. 
11 For he shall give his angels charge over you, * 
  to keep you in all your ways. 
12 They shall bear you in their hands, * 
  lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
13 You shall tread upon the lion and adder; * 
  you shall trample the young lion and the serpent under your  
  feet. 
14 Because he is bound to me in love, therefore will I deliver him; * 
  I will protect him, because he knows my Name. 
15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; * 
  I am with him in trouble; 
  I will rescue him and bring him to honor. 
16 With long life will I satisfy him, * 
  and show him my salvation. 



The Second Reading Hebrews 5:1-10 

Lector   A Reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
 

Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of  things pertaining 
to God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently 
with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself  is subject to weakness; and because 
of  this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of  the people. 
And one does not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when called by God, 
just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not glorify himself  in becoming a high priest, 
but was appointed by the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have 
begotten you”; as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according 
to the order of  Melchizedek.” In the days of  his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from 
death, and he was heard because of  his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, 
he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he 
became the source of  eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated 
by God a high priest according to the order of  Melchizedek. 
 

Lector   The Word of  the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel  Mark 10:35-45 
The people stand for the Gospel 

Preacher   The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People   Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

James and John, the sons of  Zebedee, came forward to Jesus and said to him, 
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of  you.” And he said to 
them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us 
to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said 
to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup 
that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” They 
replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will 
drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but 
to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for 
whom it has been prepared.” When the ten heard this, they began to be angry 
with James and John. So Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that 
among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over 
them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; 
but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of  all. For the Son of  Man 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 
 

Preacher   The Gospel of  the Lord.  
People   Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 



The Sermon               The Rev. Christopher R. Duncan 
The people are seated for the sermon 

 

The Nicene Creed 
The people stand 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and 
earth, of  all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of  God, eternally begotten of  the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of  one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he 
is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the resurrection of  the 
dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of  the People 
Let us pray for the whole state of  Christ's Church and the world. 
 

Almighty and ever living God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, 
and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we 
offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal 
Church with the spirit of  truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do 
confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of  thy holy Word, and live in unity 
and godly love. 
 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers especially Justin, 
Archbishop of  Canterbury; Michael our Presiding Bishop; Morris, our Bishop; 
Chris, Drew, and Don, our priests; Pat, our deacon; and Annie and Austin, our 
seminarians, that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and 
lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. 
 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation 
here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy 
holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of  their life. 
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of  those who bear the authority of  
government in this and every land especially Joe, our president; John Bel, our 
governor; Sharon, our mayor, that they may be led to wise decisions and right 
actions for the welfare and peace of  the world. 
 



Open, O Lord, the eyes of  all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, 
that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be 
faithful stewards of  thy bounty. 
 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of  thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor   
Rod, Laura, Delilah, Ed, Rosalyn, Kenneth, Becca, Amanda, John, Chris, Andy, those 
on our prayer list, and all those who in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, 
sickness, or any other adversity. 
 

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and 
fear, especially Emmett Everett and Ricky Chappell, beseeching thee to grant them 
continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good 
examples of  St. James and of  all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of  thy 
heavenly kingdom. 
 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen. 

 
The people may kneel or stand 

The Confession of  Sin 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved thee with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy 
will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 

 

The Absolution 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of  his great mercy hath promised forgiveness 
of  sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have 
mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen 
you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

The Offertory 
Celebrant  All things come of  thee, O Lord. 
People   And of  thine own have we given thee. 

 

 



The Holy Communion 
The people stand 

 
The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer I 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People   It is meet and right so to do. 
 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all 
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God... 
 
...Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of  heaven, we 
laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 
 

Sanctus       

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of  Hosts:  
 Heaven and earth are full of  thy Glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.  
 Blessed is he that cometh in the name of  the Lord.  
 Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The people may kneel or stand 
 

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of  thy tender 
mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus… 
 
…By whom, and with whom, in the unity of  the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be 
unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
 bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass 
 against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
 thine is the  kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
 Amen.  
 

The Breaking of  the Bread 
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People    Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 



Prayer of  Humble Access 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art 
the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of  thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink 
his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 

The Post-Communion Prayer 
The people may kneel or stand 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost 
feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of  the most precious 
Body and Blood of  thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us 
thereby of  thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of  thy Son, the blessed company 
of  all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of  thy everlasting 
kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us 
with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such 
good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

The Dismissal 
Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People   Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
         

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
205 North Fourth Street at Convention 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70801 
225-387-5141 

www.stjamesbr.org 

Today’s flowers are given to the greater glory of  God and in loving memory of  Henry Louis Cohn by John Sykes. 


