
 

 
The Third Sunday of Advent December 15, 2024 
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE I 8:00A.M. 

 
Welcome! Whether you are a first-time visitor, longtime member, or somewhere in-between, welcome to this place where together 
we sing, read, pray, listen, and break bread in thanksgiving and praise of the living God whose love brings new life for us and for 
the world. About the service: An Episcopal worship service may seem difficult to follow if it is unfamiliar to you; please 
participate as you are able and ask someone near you for assistance if you need it. We use this leaflet and the red Book of 
Common Prayer (BCP). For more information:  Fill out a welcome card, located in the pew rack, and drop it in the offering 
plate or return it by mail. Call the Parish Office at 225-387-5141 with questions about baptisms, weddings, membership, or any 
other needs. 

 
THE WORD OF GOD 

The people stand when the ministers of the service enter 
Opening Acclamation BCP 323 

Trisagion   said three times BCP 324 
 

The appointed Collect of the Day and Lessons are found on the next page. 
 
The Sermon The Rev. R. Lynn Hooks  

The Nicene Creed BCP 326 

The Prayers of the People see insert 

The Confession & Absolution BCP 331 

The Peace 

Welcome & Announcements 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Eucharistic Prayer I BCP 333 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 336 

The Breaking of the Bread BCP 337 

The Postcommunion Prayer BCP 339 

The Blessing & Dismissal BCP 340 
  



 

Collect of the Day 
 

Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered 
by our sins, let thy bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 
 

Zephaniah 3:14-20  
 

A reading from the Prophet Zephaniah.  
 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter 
Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The 
king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said 
to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your 
midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that 
you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the 
lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At 
that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and 
praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 
 

 Lector The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Read responsively by half verse. 
Canticle 9  

 
Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
 I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
 and he will be my Savior. 
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
 from the springs of salvation. 
And on that day you shall say, * 
 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 
Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
 see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
 and this is known in all the world. 
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
 for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 
 
 

  



 

Philippians 4:4-7 
 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians.  
 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

 Lector The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
All stand. 
Luke 3:7-18 
 
 Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
 People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise 
up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” And the crowds asked him, “What 
then should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who 
has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and 
they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do 
not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” As 
the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; 
but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
 

 Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s flowers are given to the greater glory of God 
and in loving memory of Sue Ligon Coles by Chet & Janie Coles 
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December 15, 2024 

The Prayers of the People 
 
 Intercessor Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 
 
  Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 

supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy 
divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, 
unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth 
of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. 

 
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Justin, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury; Sean, the Presiding Bishop; Shannon, our Bishop; Chris, Drew, Lynn, and Don, our 
priests; and Casey, our seminarian; that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true 
and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. In the Diocesan Cycle of 
Prayer, we pray for the clergy and people of St. Patrick’s Church and Day School, Zachary. 
 
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, 
with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in 
holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 
 
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this 
and every land, especially, Joe, our President; Donald, the President-Elect; Jeff, our Governor; and 
Sharon, our Mayor; that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace 
of the world.  
 
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in 
thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty. 
 
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor Sandy, Frank, 
Dean, Barbara, Harry, Karleen, those on our prayer list, and all those who, in this transitory life, are 
in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness or any other adversity. 
 
O Lord and giver of life, receive our prayers for expectant mothers, especially Carrie Grace, and 
Jordan, that they may happily come to the time of birth, and serving thee in all things may rejoice 
in thy providence. We thank thee, O Lord, for the birth of Turner Andrews Graham, Jr. and 
Houston Allan Link. 
 
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, especially 
Shirley LeBlanc, Jeffrey Samson, Sheila Feigley, Tricia, beseeching thee to grant them continual 
growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace to follow the good examples of all thy saints, 
that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.  
 
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

 
 
 


