
  

 

 
 

Welcome 
Whether you are a first-time visitor, longtime member, or somewhere in-between, welcome to this place where together we 
sing, read, pray, listen, and break bread in thanksgiving and praise of the living God whose love brings new life for us and 
for the world.  

  
For more information 

· Fill out a welcome card, located in the pew rack and drop it in the offering plate or return it by mail. 
· Call the Parish Office at 225-387-5141 with questions about baptisms, weddings, membership, or any other needs. 

 
 
 

The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany February 23, 2025 
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II 10:30A.M. 

 
Voluntary George Shearing (1919–2011) 

There is a Happy Land 
Jerusalem, My Happy Home 
 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
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Hymn 427 

 

 

 
 Words: German, ca. 1800; tr. Robert Seymour Bridges (1844–1930), alt. 
 Music: Laudes Domini, Joseph Barnby (1838–1896) 
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Opening Acclamation 
 
 Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Collect for Purity 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Song of Praise Music: Elizabeth Poston (1905–1987), The Lamb 

Words: William Blake (1757–1827), from Songs of Innocence (1789) 
 

Little Lamb, who made thee? Dost thou know who made thee? Gave thee life, and bid thee feed by 
the stream and o’er the mead; Gave thee clothing of delight, softest clothing, woolly, bright; gave 
thee such a tender voice, making all the vales rejoice? Little Lamb, who made thee? Dost thou know 
who made thee? Little Lamb, I’ll tell thee: He is called by thy name, for he calls himself a Lamb, he 
is meek, and he is mild; He became a little child. I a child, and thou a lamb, we are called by his 
name. Little Lamb, God bless thee!  
 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People And also with you. 
 Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

O Lord, you have taught us that without love whatever we do is worth nothing: Send your Holy 
Spirit and pour into our hearts your greatest gift, which is love, the true bond of peace and of all 
virtue, without which whoever lives is accounted dead before you. Grant this for the sake of your 
only Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 

Children desiring to go to Children’s Chapel may join the procession. 
 
 
The people are seated for the lessons. 

The Lessons 
 

Genesis 45:3-11, 15 Wendell Holmes 
 

A reading from the Book of Genesis.  
 
Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer 
him, so dismayed were they at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” 
And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do 
not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you 
to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years 
in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a 
remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, 
but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land 
of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made 
me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and 
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your 
herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there–since there are five more years of famine to 
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come–so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’” And he 
kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 
 

 Lector The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Sung by the Choir 
Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42 Anglican Chant: C. S. Lang (1891–1971) 

 
1  Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; * 
  do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
2  For they shall soon wither like the grass, * 
  and like the green grass fade away. 
3  Put your trust in the Lord and do good; * 
  dwell in the land and feed on its riches. 
4  Take delight in the Lord, * 
  and he shall give you your heart's desire. 
5  Commit your way to the Lord and put your trust in him, * 
  and he will bring it to pass. 
6  He will make your righteousness as clear as the light * 
  and your just dealing as the noonday. 
7  Be still before the Lord * 
  and wait patiently for him. 
8  Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, * 
  the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
9  Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; * 
  do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil. 
10  For evildoers shall be cut off, * 
  but those who wait upon the Lord shall possess the land. 
11  In a little while the wicked shall be no more; * 
  you shall search out their place, but they will not be there. 
12  But the lowly shall possess the land; * 
  they will delight in abundance of peace. 
41  But the deliverance of the righteous comes from the Lord; * 
  he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 
42  The Lord will help them and rescue them; * 
  he will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, 
  because they seek refuge in him. 

 
 
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 Ann Holmes 

 
A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.  
 
Someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” Fool! What 
you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that 
is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has 
chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is 
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sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is 
sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If 
there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, 
became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is 
first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the 
second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the 
man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, 
we will also bear the image of the man of heaven. What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the 
imperishable. 
 

 Lector The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
All stand. 

Hymn 674 

 

 

 
 Words: Rosamond E. Herklots (1905–1987) 
 Music: Detroit, from Supplement to Kentucky Harmony, 1820 
 

 
Luke 6:27-38 

 
 Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
 People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those 
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other 
also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone 
who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others 
as you would have them do to you. If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For 
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even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is 
that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what 
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, 
do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children 
of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father 
is merciful. Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will 
be the measure you get back.” 
 

 Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

The Sermon The Rev. Christopher Duncan 
 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
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 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers of the People – Form III Nancy Litton 
 

 Leader Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
 People That we all may be one. 
 
 Leader Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
 People That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

 Leader We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; especially Sean, the Presiding Bishop; Shannon, our 
Bishop; Chris, Drew, Lynn, and Don, our priests; and Casey, our seminarian. In the Diocesan Cycle 
of Prayer, we pray for the clergy and people of St. Timothy’s Church and Preschool, LaPlace and the 
Racial Healing Commission. 

 People That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
 Leader We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; especially Donald, our President; 

Jeff, our Governor; Sid, our Mayor; our family and friends serving in the military and law enforcement; 
that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.  

 People That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
 Leader Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
 People That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
 Leader Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; especially Alice, Deborah, Pat, Amy, 

Priscilla, Martha, Laura, Missy, Julie, Chesnee, Edward, Avery, Adrienne, Sims, Terry, Betty, Madelyn, 
those on our prayer list, and all those who in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, 
or any other adversity. 

 People That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
 Leader We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. We also pray for expectant mothers, especially 

Carrie Grace, Jordan, and Caroline, that they may happily come to the time of birth, and serving 
you in all things may rejoice in your providence.  

 
  We will exalt you, O God our King.  
 People And praise your name for ever and ever. 
 
 Leader Give to the departed eternal rest, especially Taylor Melancon, Keisha Beasley, Harold Price, and Kamile 

Geist, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 People Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
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 Leader We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
 People May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

 Leader Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

The People may add their own petitions. 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  

 
The Confession & Absolution 

 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 
Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
The Priest stands and says 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 
All stand. 

The Peace 
  
 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 People And also with you.  
 

 

Offertory Anthem Music: William L. Dawson (1899–1990) 
Words: Jeremiah 8:22 

 
There is a Balm in Gilead, to make the wounded whole, to heal the sin-sick soul. Sometimes I feel 
discouraged, and think my work’s in vain, but then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. If you 
cannot sing like angels, if you cannon preach like Paul, you can tell the love of Jesus, and say, “He 
died for all.”  
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Hymn at the Presentation 

 
 Words:  Thomas Ken (1637—1711) 
 Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551, alt.; harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510?—1561?) 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Eucharistic Prayer C 
 
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People And also with you.  
 Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
 People We lift them to the Lord.  
 Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the 
planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, 
and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; 
and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous 
Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to 
open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 
 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your 
glory, in their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus & Benedictus S 127 

 

 

 

 

 
Setting: Calvin Hampton (1938—1984) 

 
The people may stand or kneel 
 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, 
now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming. 
 
Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the 
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not 
for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we 
may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
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Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation. AMEN. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Celebrant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread S 167 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Setting: Mode 6 melody; adapt. Mason Martens (1933–1991) 
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. [Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.]  

 

Hymn 304 

 

 

 
 Words: Brian Wren (b. 1936), alt.  
 Music: Land of Rest, American folk melody; adapt. and harm. Annabel Morris Buchanan (1889–1983) 
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The people may stand or kneel 

The Postcommunion Prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
The Blessing  
 
 
Hymn 376 next page 
 
 
The Dismissal 
 
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 People Thanks be to God.  

 
Voluntary Dieterich Buxtehude (1637–1707) 

Toccata in F major, BUXWV 157  
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Hymn 376 

 

 

 

 
 Words: Henry Van Dyke (1852–1933) 
 Music: Hymn to Joy, Ludwig van Beethoven (1770–1827); adapt. Edward Hodges (1796–1867), alt.  
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Today’s flowers are given to the greater glory of God and 

in loving memory of Joe Dozier, Philip Wright, Warren Green, Kent Caldwell,  
Tommy Frazier, Allen Paterson, John Compton, and John Ozier  

by the current member of the Men’s S.M.I.L.E. Bible Study. 
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