ST. JAMES

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Welcome
Whether you are a first-time wvisitor, longtime member, or somewhere in-between, welcome to this place where together we
sing, read, pray, listen, and break bread in thanksgiving and praise of the living God whose love brings new life for us and

for the world.

For more information
Fill out a welcome card, located in the pew rack and drop it in the offering plate or return it by mail.
Call the Parish Office at 225-387-5141 with questions about baptisms, weddings, membership, or any other needs.

The Third Sunday in Lent March 23, 2025
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE 11 10:30A.M.
Voluntary J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
from Toccata, Adagio, and Fugue in C major, BWV 564
II. Adagio

In the month of March, the organ voluntaries mark the 275" anniversary of J. S. Bach’s death.

Welcome & Announcements



Hymn 142
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1 Lord, who through-outthese for - ty days for us  didst fast and pray,
2 As thou with  Sa-tan didst con-tend, and didst the vic-tory win,
3 As thou didst hun-ger bear and thirst, so teach us, gracious Lord,
4 And through these days of pen - i - tence, and through thy Pas-sion - tide,
5 A - bide with wus, that so, this life of suf - fering o - ver - past,
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1 teach us thee to mourn our sins, and close by thee to stay.
2 O give strength in  thee to fight, in thee to con-quer sin.
3 to die self, and chief -ly live by thy most ho - ly word.
4 vyea, ev - er - more, in life and death, Je - sus! with wus a - bide.
5 an Eas - ter of un - end - ing joy we may at - tain at last!
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Words: Claudia Frances Hernaman (1838-1898)
Music: St. Flavian, melody from Day’s Psalter, 1562; adapt. and harm. Richard Redhead (1820-1901)

A PENITENTIAL ORDER

Opening Acclamation

Celebrant ~ Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People  His mercy endures for ever.
All kneel.
The Decalogue

Hear the commandments of God to his people: I am the Lord your God who brought you out of
bondage. You shall have no other gods but me.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.

Amen. Lord have mercy.



Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit murder.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not steal.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not be a false witness.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Summary of the Law

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord. Love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.
The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.”

The Confession & Absolution

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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Kyrie Eleison S 88

Cantor or Choir
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Setting: McNeil Robinson II (1943-2015)

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant ~ The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both
outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities
which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Children desiring to go to Children’s Chapel may join the procession.



The people are seated for the lessons.

The Lessons

Exodus 3:1-15

Randy East
A reading from the Book of Exodus.

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond
the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed.
Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned
up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses,
Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your
feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for
he was afraid to look at God. Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are
in Egypt; | have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and
[ have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a
good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the
Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now
come to me; [ have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh
to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should
go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt!” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be
the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall
worship God on this mountain.” But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them,
‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,” and they ask me, “‘What is his name?” what shall I
say to them?” God said to Moses, “I am who [ am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the
[sraelites, ‘T am has sent me to you.”” God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites,
‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
has sent me to you’: This is my name forever, and this my title for all generations.”

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.
Sung by the Choir
Psalm 63:1-8 Plainchant, Tone II.1

O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; *
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, *
that I might behold your power and your glory.
For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; *
my lips shall give you praise.
So will I bless you as long as I live *
and lift up my hands in your Name.



1 Corinthians

Lector

People

All stand.
Hymn 648

My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, *
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
When I remember you upon my bed, *
and meditate on you in the night watches.
For you have been my helper, *
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.
My soul clings to you; *
your right hand holds me fast.

10:1-13 Chetwin Carter

A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud,
and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all
ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual
rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of
them, and they were struck down in the wilderness. Now these things occurred as examples for us,
so that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is
written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play." We must not indulge in
sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not
put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. And do not complain
as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. These things happened to them to serve
as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come.
So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. No testing has overtaken you that
is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength,
but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
. W \ | I\ \
740 b S N
(o= f s==-= : o g f f” 5 f‘
o ﬁ F .
1 When Is - rael was in E - gypt’s land, let my peo-ple 203
2  The Lord told Mo -ses what to do, let my peo-ple g0;
3 They jour-neyed on at his com - mand, let my peo-ple g0;
4 Oh, let  us all from bond-age flee, let my peo-ple g0;
S — AJF&AJ\; J:JJM"AI
5 | — j e — { | | r:‘qy?:‘:”:



Luke 13:19

Gospeler
People

Gospeler
People
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Words: Afro-American spiritual
Music: Go Down, Moses, Afro-American spiritual; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer (1935-2009)

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

At that very time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate
had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans
suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?! No, I tell you; but unless you
repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam
fell on them-do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem?
No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” Then he told this parable:
“A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none.
So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree,
and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?” He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone
for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and
good; but if not, you can cut it down.””

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.



The Sermon The Rev. Christopher Duncan

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



The Prayers of the People-Form IV

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in
your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

M Deacon or Cantor People (unison or harmony)
o

No
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Lord, in your mer-cy Hear our prayer.
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Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may
honor one another and serve the common good.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in
the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and
love one another as he loves us. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the clergy and people
of St. Mary’s, Morganza, St. Paul’s Holy Trinity, New Roads, Church of the Holy Communion,
Plaquemine.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially Laura, Terry, Betty, Madelyn,
Laurence, D], Martha, Jayne, Linda, Doug, Henri, Dan, Bodo, Rachel, Elise, and those on our prayer
list; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially Weezie Mullenix, Charles Colby, Lydia
Champagne, and Bob Israel, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share
with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.



We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. We also pray for expectant mothers, especially
Carrie Grace, Jordan, Caroline, Danyelle, and Maddy, that they may happily come to the time of
birth, and serving you in all things may rejoice in your providence.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The Peace

Celebrant

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People  And also with you.
Sung by the Choir.
Offertory Anthem Music: George Oldroyd (1886-1956)
Words: Richard Rolle (1300-1349)
Jhesu, since Thou me made and bought, be Thou my love and all my thought, and help that [ may
to Thee be bought, withouten Thee I may do nought. Jhesu, since Thou must do Thy will, and
naething is that Thee may let, with Thy grace my heart fulfil, my love and my liking in Thee is set.
Jhesu at Thy will I pray that I might be, all my heart fulfil, with perfect love to Thee. That I have
done ill Jhesu forgive Thou me, and suffer me never to spill, Jhesu for pity. Amen.
THE HOLY COMMUNION
Eucharistic Prayer D
Celebrant ~ The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People ~ We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

[t is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true,
dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you
created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory

of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every
creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing:
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Sanctus & Benedictus S 124
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Bless-ed is he who comesin the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Setting: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950)
The people may stand or kneel

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You
formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you,
our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from
you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in
seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through
the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our
Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin.
To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy.
To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and
made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the
Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring
to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own
who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his descent
among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming
in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you
and we bless you.

11



Celebrant and People

We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon
these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life
and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice
in Christ, to the praise of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your
Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets,
apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you
in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and
Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

12



The Breaking of the Bread S 161

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
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Setting: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950)

The Gifts of God for the People of God. [Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.]

Please notify an usher to have Eucharist brought to you.

Hymn
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1. Shep-herd of souls, re- freshand bless_ thy cho- sen pil- grim flock
2. We wouldnot live_ by bread a- lone, but by thy word  of grace,
3. Beknown to  us_ in break-ing bread,_ and do not then_ de- part;_
4. Lord,sup with us_ in love di- vine,_ thy Bo- dy and_ thy  Blood,_

with man- na in_ the wild- er- ness, with wa- ter from_  the  rock.
in strengthof  which we  tra- vel on_ to our a-  bid- ing  place.
Sa- vior, a- bide, ~with us, and spread_ thy ta- ble in_ our heart.
that liv- ing  bread, that heav-nly wine,_ be our im- mor tal food.

Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854), alt.
Music: Stockton at Park, melody and harm. Shannon Gallier (b.1984)
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The people may stand or kneel
The Postcommunion Prayer

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing

Hymn 149 next page

The Dismissal
Let us bless the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Voluntary J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
from Prelude & Fugue in F minor, BWV 534
L. Prelude
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far off yet here, the goal of all de sire.
so we are dead  and live with you in God.
SO in the Fa - ther's glo - ry shall we wake.

Words: Thomas H. Cain (1931-2003)

Music: Old 124", melody Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551
harm. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944)
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