Why Celebrate a Baptism Anniversary?

If you've ever been to a baptism at St. James, you know that it typically ends
with a procession, during which the celebrant will sprinkle water over the
congregation, urging us all to “Remember your baptism!”

It's a call to remember the promises we made, or those that were made on
our behalf. Promises to “trust in [Jesus Christ's] grace and love.” Promises to
“persevere in resisting evil" and to “respect the dignity of every human being.”
(BCP 302-305)

It's also a call to remember the day we were brought to new life in Christ! Like
a birthday, joining the family of God is cause for celebration! The ideas below
are largely for children, but cover a range of ages. Even into adulthood,
celebrating our baptism can be a meaningful way to remember God'’s grace.

Celebrate and Serve

Family Traditions

Celebrate like you'd celebrate any special anniversary in your family! Does the
birthday boy get to pick the restaurant? Does the retiree usually get a cake?
Mapping these family traditions onto baptism anniversaries help our spiritual
life and our “regular” life seem not so disconnected.

You can pull out photos and other mementos from the baptism day or light
that baptism candle.

Invite the godparents! Whether in person or through Facetime, the day would
only be enhanced by the people who have promised their prayer and support!

Water Activities
Water is life-giving! No wonder it is such an important part of this Holy
Sacrament.

e Read your favorite Bible e Run in the sprinklers or have
stories that include water a water balloon fight

e Pull out the water table e Go to the splash pad, pool,
Choose a new plant to water waterpark or beach
and tend e Paint with water colors

Don't be afraid to be playful! These fun moments will connect the physical
signs of baptism with joyful memories.



Service Activities
Community service is a great way to live into the baptismal promise to “Seek
and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself.” (BCP 305)

e Donate a case of water to a e Serve as a family at the next
foodbank or community Community Connections
fridge breakfast

e Join a Keep | ouisiana e Visit a local park and pick up
Beautiful waterway cleanup litter
day e Visit or volunteer at a local

community garden

Food Activities
Feast! Remembering and celebrating God’'s work with food goes all the way
back to the days of the Old Testament. Continue in this joyous tradition!

e Go for a snowball e Bake a RE-birthday cake

e Make ice cream e Bake or buy madeleines - the
e Bake Water Pie shell shape is a classic

e Eat watermelon baptism symbol

Hopefully this has inspired you to find a meaningful way to remember
baptism anniversaries in your family, understanding that meaningful doesn’t
necessarily mean extravagant.

You don't only have to remember your baptism once a year. Every time you
go swimming or watch the rain, but especially every time you take
communion, remember that “you are marked as Christ's own forever”

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have
bestowed upon these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised
them into the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give
them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere,
a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your
works. Amen. (BCP 308)


https://brfoodbank.org/?form=Mail&utm_campaign=rdk26-eg&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20612300312&gbraid=0AAAAAoOIQf8wbpGWDSacLDbj_uK6xXt3M&gclid=Cj0KCQjwkOvTBhDgARIsAKUNyRtitRU1xSghuAYxGZs3wSMSmUbiM18Ft8zVZbSHWLOqIRhw6264tZMaAhJHEALw_wcB
https://www.theredshoes.org/community-fridge
https://www.theredshoes.org/community-fridge
https://keeplouisianabeautiful.org/
https://keeplouisianabeautiful.org/
https://www.gardenbr.org/

